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OUR COVER

FLARE SQUARE

Pictured on our front cover is Flare

Square, an outstanding feature of the

1968 Calgary Exhibition and Stam-

pede.

"Boy/ Agriculture is Really a Big Business"

A city lad, who hasn't had too much direct contact with agriculture,

was visibly impressed after his tour of Flare Square.

In fact, this fourteen year old, who probably felt that he could farm
with his two hands tied behind his back (as he thinks he can do a great

many other things) came away from his tour of Flare Square visibly

impressed by the scope of the agricultural industry and with a new respect

towards agriculture.

Facts on Agriculture

Here are some facts that were com-

piled with the help of Alberta's De-

partment of Agriculture that substan-

tiate this statement:

. . . Alberta has the largest cattle

populat ;on in Canada: 3,439,734 or

26.7% of the entire Canadian total.

We have 2V2 head of cattle for every

Alberta human.

... A very large amount of money
is invested in farm land, livestock,

building and implements— in "the

plant" that produces agricultural

products. In Alberta, this investment

is $4,079,619,000 or 21.3% of the

Canadian total.

. . . Out of Alberta farms, every

year, pours food for the province, for

the nation, for the world. The gross

value of these farm products, last

year amounted to $869,748,000.

Even a 10% crop loss affects the

total economy to the extent of $86

million, and hence it affects every

one of us!

. . . Alberta is by far Canada's larg-

est producer-exporter of forage seed.

There were 34,685,000 bushels ex-

ported last year.

. . . Most farm land in Alberta is

more productive than when it was first

broken. Good cultivation, erosion,

and weed control, moisture conserva-

tion, fertilization, has all helped to

make the land our greatest natural

resource and better than ever.

United Farmers' Part

in Flare Square

United Farmers donated the ply-

wood base for the biggest map of its

kind in the world. This map fea-

tured Alberta and will be maintained

by the Exhibition.

All the livestock buildings and shel-

ters for Flare Square were supplied

by United Farmers. These were built

from materials donated by our sup-

pliers. The Arts Building was built

by United Farmers from material

supplied by United Farmers.

At Work in Flare

Square

Harold Kimmel, Shop Foreman of

United Farmers' Precutting Plant, was
in charge of building construction,

and Don Milley, Head Warehouse-
man of the Calgary Farm Supply
Division and his boys erected three

steel buildings in Flare Square.

Committees

Elmer Reimer, Information Service

Division Manager, and George Duffy,

Precutting Plant Manager, represented

United Farmers on Flare Square Com-
mittees.

Many people were involved in Flare

Square. There were 350 committee
heads and the number of companies
ran into the hundreds.

The Biggest and the Best

We'll echo Mayor Drapeau of

Montreal, who was here for the offi-

cial openings when he said, "Flare

Square is the biggest and best agri-

cultural exhibition to be held in Can-
ada and supercedes "Man and His

,

World" at Expo."



Flare Square was a four acre exhibition which was intended as a
salute to the Alberta farmer and his industry. But, it did a great deal
more than that. It opened up many eyes to the fact that farming is big

business in Alberta.

This fast changing and progressive business has seen many dramatic
changes in the past few years.

Fields properly stocked and rotationally

grazed.

Feed supplemented with Vitamin A and
protein in winter and phosphorous year
round.

Disease prevented and controlled by good
management and pharmaceuticals.

Fertilizer increases grass yields.

Replacement heifers come from high milk-
ing, early calving cows. Non producers
culled.

Cattle have adequate feed year round.

Cows bred early. Calving bunched.

Calves big and heavy by fall.

Gullies grassed in. Cultivated forage re-

places scrub and brush.

Sound, high performing bulls used.

Corrals and fences carefully planned. Well
built and kept in good repair.

Mae makes money— loves his ranch.

FAIRH ILLS RANCH — MAC, THE MANAGER-OWNER
A High Producing, Well-Managed, Money-Making Outfit

EXHIBIT

©

Fields overgrazed and gullied.

Cattle underfed.

Calving season late and spread out.

Slow-gaining bulls leave runty calves.

No cultivated forages grown.

Every winter some cows become downers.

Hollow gut common.

Many dry cows.

Waterways uncontrolled.

Breeds excellent— but poor management
spoiled them.

Disease control poor or absent.

No one has ever seen protein, mineral or

vitamin supplements, or a vaccination

needle here.

Corrals have no design, poorly built and

not kept up.

The only heifers saved for replacements

are the ones that don't die.

No wonder Joe likes to go curling the

mess at home makes him sick!

SLOPPY HOLLOW RANCH — JOE CURLER, OWNER
Everything Is Wrong On This Ranch!
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Medin Makes
Assistant Manager

RON MEDIN

On June 1, 1968, Mr. Ward Smith,

Manager of the Farm Supply Divi-

sion, announced the appointment of

Ron Medin as Assistant Manager of

the Calgary Farm Supply Centre.

Ron, who was born in Eckville,

was raised on the farm southwest of

Eckville. He was with I.G.A. for 2Vx

years and at Deerhome for one year.

He joined United Farmers on Feb-

ruary 18, 1963, as counter salesman

at the Red Deer Farm Supply Centre.

One year later he was promoted to

estimator, and on January 31, 1966,

he was transferred to the Precutting

Plant in Calgary.

Ron has augmented his business

background with courses in Estimating

I, Human Relations I and II, and

Problems in Supervision.

Ron and his wife Elva have two

sons, Greg, 4, and Kevin, 2, and are

members of Christ Lutheran Church.

In his spare time Ron enjoys curling

and wood working and taking his

family camping.

Congratulations on your appoint-

ment as Assistant Manager of United

Farmers' Calgary Farm Supply Cen-

tre, Ron.

PROMOTIONS

Bert Returns To His Old
Stamping Grounds

Bert Delaney, Manager

United Farmers' Grande Prairie Farm

Supply Centre

The first position Bert Delaney held

with United Farmers, was as counter

salesman at the Grande Prairie Farm

Supply Centre. He was transferred in

1966 to Red Deer, and in 1967 to

Provost. Recently Mr. Ward Smith,

Manager of the Farm Supply Divi-

sion, announced Bert's appointment as

Manager of the Grande Prairie Farm

Supply Centre.

Bert was born in Sexsmith, Alberta.

He grew up on the farm, went to

school in Sexsmith, and graduated

from the Sexsmith High School. Bert

is very happy to be back at Grande

Prairie and is renewing old acquain-

tances.

Congratulations Bert, on your ap-

pointment as Manager of United

Farmers' Grande Prairie Farm Supply

Centre, and keep up the top notch

work you have been doing for our

organization.

"Kaich" Propels to

Provost

Kaiehi Nishimura, Manager
United Farmers' Provost Farm Supply Centre

Born at Naimo (No, we didn't mis-

spell it), B.C., Kaichi Nishimura was

raised on a farm near Magrath and

received his schooling at Magrath. His

first job was with Eatons of Canada

and he spent five years with this firm.

On March 21, 1963, he joined the

staff of United Farmers' Farm Sup-

ply Centre at Lethbridge. His first

promotion was to counter salesman,

and then to Administrative Supervisor.

In February, 1966, Kaichi was made

Assistant Manager of the Lethbridge

Farm Supply Centre. In September,

1966, he was moved to Calgary as

Assistant Manager of the Calgary

Farm Supply Centre. And now Kaichi

has been promoted to his first full

managership at the Provost Farm

Supply Centre.

Knowing Kaichi, we are sure he is

not only determined to, but will do a

highly efficient job as manager of the

Provost Farm Supply Centre.

Heartiest congratulations, Kaichi, on

your promotion, and we're looking for

real progress at Provost.
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GLENDON OFFICIALLY GETS GOING

Mike Stasyk, "Our Raring to go Glendon Agent.

Glendon Plant Officially Opened by

United Farmers ' Director, Dan Manderson

The official opening of United

Farmers' Glendon Bulk Petroleum

Plant took place on June 12, 1968.

Prior to the opening of the bulk

plant, a supper was held for the Glen-

don Petroleum Advisory Committee.

In addition to the committee, there

was in attendance at the meeting,

Delegate Paul Nowak, and Petroleum

Marketing Supervisor, Gerry McKay.

The official opening of the bulk

petroleum plant was attended by over

100 people in the Glendon area. The

Open House to mark the agency open-

ing was held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Coffee and doughnuts were avail-

able all day to customers, prospective

customers and visitors. At 5 p.m. the

draws for the door prizes were held.

Mr. Ray Olesky was the winner of

the Y4" Skil Drill. Mr. Dave Werstiuk

won five gallons of extra oil, donated

by Mike Stasyk, Glendon Agent, and

Mrs. Irene Melnychuk won the elec-

tric coffee percolator.

A hearty salute to Joe Kaplan, Wil-

liam Semeniuk, N. S. Werstiuk, W.
Skrepachanko, Henry Gustafson,

Charlie Thomas and delegate Paul

Nowak, for their wonderful help

throughout the day, in helping Mike

Stasyk of the United Farmers' Glen-

don Bulk Petroleum Plant have a suc-

cessful opening.

At the Glendon opening, reading counter-
clockwise: Gerry McKay, United Farmers'
Marketing Supervisor in Territory No. 7;
Walter Skrepachanko and Joe Kaplan, Petro-

leum Advisory Committee Members; Mike
Stasyk, Glendon Agent; Dan Manderson,
United Farmers' Director; Paul Nowak,
United Farmers' Delegate; N. S. Werstiuk,
Charlie Thomas and Henry Gustafson, Petro-
leum Advisory Committee members.

It was busy at Glendon on opening day.

United Farmers' Glendon Bulk Petroleum
Plant.
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IN THE UNITED FARMER SPOTLIGHT

United Feeds, which was formally organized in October, 1966, is owned by United Farmers

and United Grain Growers, both farmer-owned co-operatives. Approval for this formation was given

at separate Directors' meetings of each of the respective companies.

From the Boards of Directors of these two organizations, there was formed the directorate body

of United Feeds. The first meeting was held in Calgary on October 7, 1966. George Sayle, Sexsmith,

Alberta, President of United Farmers of Alberta Co-operative Limited, was appointed President of

this newly formed western Canadian feed company.

Elected Vice-President was Mr. A. N. Runciman, President of United Grain Growers Limited.

The other prominent agricultural leaders appointed to the first Board of United Feeds, are: Allan

Smith, Red Deer, Alberta; Hugh Dickson, Warner, Alberta; Andrew Silver, Huxley, Alberta; Elmer

Johnson, Chauvin, Alberta; James Bentley, Edmonton, Alberta; and Robert Wilson, Gladstone,

Manitoba.

MR. GEORGE SAYLE
Sexsmith, Alberta

Born on the Isle of Man, George

Sayle came to the Peace River coun-

try in 1928 when there were no

bridges or roads in this area. The

homesteaders worked together — tim-

ber was cleared from the land —
rough culverts and roads were built

and these pioneers also helped each

other to build their homes.

Mr. Sayle was instrumental in much
of the solid growth of farm move-

ment, especially co-operatives, in the

Peace River area. He was president

for many years of the local Farmers'

Union of Alberta, helped organize

and served as president of the Bear

Lake Rural Electrification Associa-

tion, and has for many years been

on the Board of the Grande Prairie

Agricultural Society and the local

United Grain Growers Board.

Mr. Sayle was on the original board

of United Farmers and in 1961, he

was elected Vice-President. In 1963

he was elected President. In 1966,

Mr. Sayle was elected President of

the newly formed United Feeds.

In addition to these prominent posi-

tions, Mr. Sayle is on the Policy Coun-

cil of the F.U. and CD.A. and re-

cently was a representative of the

Canadian Federation of Agriculture

at the International Federation of Ag-

ricultural Producers Conference which

was held in Honolulu.

A. N. RUNCIMAN
Abernethy, Saskatchewan

Chief Flying Eagle is not by any

stretch of the imagination a Scottish

name, perhaps it should be Chief Fly-

ing MacEagle. However, A. N. Run-

ciman, first vice-president of United

Feeds, had this name bestowed on him

when he was made an Honorary Chief

of the Blackfoot Indians.

Mr. Runciman is known through-

out the agricultural industry for his

many activities on behalf of agricul-

ture, but mainly he is known as the

President of United Grain Growers.

Invergordon, Ross-shire, Scotland,

is Mr. Runciman's birthplace. In his

teens he came to Canada, and went

to live on a farm at Balcarres, Sas-

katchewan.

After completing his education, Mr.

Runciman farmed in Saskatchewan

until World War II. He served six

years in the Canad'an Army with the

Royal Canadian Ordinance Corps.

After the war he returned to farm-

ing near Abernethy, Saskatchewan,

and engaged in a successful grain and

livestock operation.

He has played an active part in

community affairs as Municipal Coun-

cillor, School Board Secretary, 4-H

Club Leader and many other activi-

ties. He is a member of the Cana-

dian Wheat Advisory Committee and

serves with a number of farm and

commercial organizations in Western

Canada. As a member of the Cana-

dian Delegation to the International

Wheat Agreement in Geneva in 1962,

and the I.A.A.F. Conference in Ire-

land in the spring of 1963, Mr. Run-

ciman has been very much involved

in international agriculture. He is the

First Vice-President of United Feeds.
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United Feeds' Board of Directors Pay Close Attention
By the expression on their faces, it seems that the business occupying the attention
of the United Feeds' Board of Directors was of a most pleasant nature. Seated around
the table in the Board Room of the Calgary Head Office of United Farmers, left to
right— George Sayle, President of United Feeds; A. N. Runciman, Vice-President of
United Feeds; Directors: James Bentley, Edmonton, Alberta; Hugh Dickson, Warner,
Alberta; R. M. Wilson, Gladstone, Manitoba; Elmer Johnson, Chauvin, Alberta; Andrew
Silver, Huxley, Alberta.

ANDREW SILVER
Huxley, Alberta

Born in St. Cyprus, Scotland, An-
drew Silver has farmed for many years

in the Huxley district. His enterprise

consists of grain and beef and he has
won prizes for his Oriental Mustard.

Mr. Silver is first Vice-President of

United Farmers and has been a dele-

gate to this organization since 1949.
He is a member of the Board of Di-

rectors of United Feeds.

As well as his many activities on
behalf of farm organizations, Mr.
Silver has been very busy with church
and community work, and was chair-

man of the board for a number of

years of the Huxley United Church.

Mr. Silver's organizational work has
taken care of much of his leisure time,

but he is an ardent and good photo-
grapher.

JAMES BENTLEY
Edmonton, Alberta

As President of the Canadian Fed-
eration of Agriculture, Mr. Bentley is

a prominent figure in farm organiza-

tion.

Since 1935 he has been on the

Board of Directors of United Farmers.
Mr. Bentley grew up on the family

homestead near Edmonton. He is a

graduate of the University of Alberta

and holds a Bachelor of Commerce
degree.

Mr. Bentley has been President of

the C.F.A. since 1963 and has at-

tended many international conferences,

three as leader of the Canadian dele-

gation. He has also attended three

Food and Agricultural Conferences in

Rome as advisor to the Canadian
Government's Delegation. For four

years Mr. Bentley has served on the

Senate of the University of Alberta.

Mr. Bentley has distinguished him-
self as a spokesman for the Alberta

farmer and is well recognized for his

devotion to the interests of the farm-

ing industry.

ELMER JOHNSON
Chauvin, Alberta

When Elmer Johnson's parent left

Sweden in 1906 to homestead in Can-
ada, they came to the Chauvin area.

Mr. Johnson still lives on the original

homestead.

He is a graduate of the Vermilion

Agricultural School and his farming

enterprise consists of beef and grain

farming.

Mr. Johnson has served with many
agricultural organizations and is recog-

nized as a capable chairman.

He is the second Vice-President of

United Farmers and is a member of

the first Directorate Board of United

Feeds.
(Continued on Page 6)
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The Board of Directors of United Feeds

(Continued from Page 5)

HUGH M. DICKSON, JR.

Warner, Alberta

After graduating from the Univer-

sity of Alberta with a Bachelor of

Commerce degree, Hugh Dickson

worked for one year with the Con-

solidated Mining and Smelting Co. at

Trail. He saw service with the

R.C.A.F. from 1941 to 1945 and upon

receiving his discharge returned to the

family farm at Warner, Alberta.

He has earned many distinctions

with his registered grain and won
prizes in wheat, oats, barley and flax

at the Lethbridge and Calgary Seed

Fairs. In 1964, Mr. Dickson won
a prize in pedigreed seed at the Royal.

Among his many activities in com-

munity affairs, he has been promi-

nently involved in the School Board

and served for seven years on the

local level.

Mr. Dickson and his wife Isabel,

have three children. Their eldest

daughter, Duan Roberts, is in Tan-

zania, Africa, with the Department of

External Affairs.

Mr. Dickson's background, educa-

tion and agricultural experience has

stood him in good stead as a Direc-

tor of United Grain Growers and as

a Director on the first Board of Direc-

tors of United Feeds.

ALLAN SMITH

Red Deer, Alberta

Born on the family farm near Red
Deer, Allan Smith has been a staunch

supporter of United Grain Growers

since he "delivered his first load of

grain."

For several years he served on the

Red Deer Local Board and in 1958,

was a delegate at U.G.G.'s Annual

Meeting. In 1963, he became a Di-

rector of the Company.

An active community worker, he

is a past president of the Red Deer

Exhibition Board and a Past Master

of the Red Deer Masonic Lodge.

Following his discharge from the

R.C.A.F. in 1945, he married the

former Agnes McKinnon of Red
Deer. Mr. and Mrs. Smith have five

children— three boys and two girls.

Mr. Smith has a mixed farming

operation which is located southeast

of Red Deer. At the present time, he

holds the following prominent posi-

tions: First Vice-President of United

Grain Growers, Director of Alberta

Federation of Agriculture and a di-

rector and member of the executive

of the Canadian Federation of Agri-

culture, and Director of United Feeds.

Mr. Smith is also a member of the

Farmers' Union of Alberta and United

Farmers.

R. M. WILSON

Gladstone, Manitoba

When R. M. Wilson of Gladstone,

Manitoba, was elected second Vice-

President of United Grain Growers,

a story in the newspapers mentioned

that he was well qualified by prac-

tical experience and scientific train-

ing to speak with authority on agri-

cultural matters.

Those who have had the pleasure

of working with Mr. Wilson, will cer-

tainly attest to this fact, and United

Feeds is proud to have him on their

Board of Directors.

Mr. Wilson was born at the family

home at Gladstone. After three years

overseas in World War I, he attended

Manitoba Agricultural College, and

received his B.S.A. Degree (Science

and Agrology) in 1924. For over five

years he was assistant in charge of

tree fruits at Morden Experimental

Farm. He was then transferred to

Indian Head as Assistant Superinten-

dent in charge of horticultural work.

It was under his supervision that Re-

nown crab apple and Far North

muskmelon were originated and dis-

seminated to the trade.

In 1945, Mr. Wilson resumed farm-

ing operations at Gladstone. With the

assistance of his two sons, he operates

three farms. He has served continu-

ously on the Board of United Grain

Growers since 1948, and for the last

few years, he has also served on the

Board of the Manitoba Federation of

Agriculture. Mr. Wilson is now also

a member of the first Directorate

Board of United Feeds.

In the summer, Mr. Wilson still

considers fruit growing as his hobby,

and in the winter he likes to curl.

A Quote to Note

"At the end of life we shall not be

asked how much pleasure we had in

it, but how much service we gave; not

how much we were, but how helpful

we were; not how ambitions was grati-

fied, but how in love we served."

—Hugo Black
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EMPLOYEE AWARD PROGRAM

Oliver Gay trols presents Donna Rose with her 5 Year
May 16, 1963 Service Award.
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"WOODEN SHOES AND A SCOTTISH KILT"
- A story of the lady with wooden shoes and the gentleman with the Scottish kilt.

Ray Ferguson started in the Sylvan Lake Agency in May, 1953. For the first two years, business was very

slow, but with the help of his good wife Dickie, Ray persevered and kept on working very hard. Today, Sylvan

Lake is a very good volume point. In 1967, Sylvan Lake's sales were 414,000 gallons and Ray is sure that, this

year, he'll top that figure.

Gordon Gimbel, Petroleum Marketing Supervisor for United Farmers, presents 15 Year
Service Award to Ray Ferguson, Bulk Petroleum Agent at Sylvan Lake.

Ray started with a small half-ton

GMC, and now has one of the most

modern delivery units. He is second

only to Mr. Sid Hepburn, who has

been United Farmers' agent at Hux-

ley since 1935, for the longest service

record in United Farmers' Petroleum

Marketing Area No. 4.

In the past 15 years, Ray has only

had three helpers. These were tem-

porary help for short periods. How-
ever, he has one helper who has been

with him throughout the 15 years he

has been with United Farmers, and

who has contributed immensely to his

success: this is his good wife Dickie,

who can operate any phase of their

business.

Ray loves music, and is a drummer

for three bands in Central Alberta —
the Bentley Band, the Sylvan Lake

Band and the Red Deer Pipe Band.

It's worth a trip to Sylvan Lake just

to see our handsome laddie in his

Scottish kilt.

Ray spent 6V2 years in the Cana-

dian Army and met his wife Dickie, in

Holland. Dickie has now lived in

Canada for 16 years and has visited

Holland twice.

Dickie is very much a working part-

ner in Sylvan Lake and looks after

the retail pumps and the bookkeeping.

When you buy gas at the Ferguson's,

Dickie's smile will dazzle you, but

look down and you will see she is

still wearing her wooden shoes.

The Fergusons have three children

— John, Marian and Shirley Ray.

John, who is 15 years old, is becom-

ing a great help to his mom and dad

in and around the bulk plant. This is

a very interesting and busy family.

Congratulations on receiving your

15 Year Service Award, Ray, and

sincere wishes to you and your family

for many more productive years with

our organization. Ray and Dickie Ferguson
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A REAL PAL

BETTY McCULLOUGH

10 Year Service Award
Farm Supply Division

Betty McCullough recently re-

ceived her 10 Year Service Award
from United Farmers.

In a very, very brief biography that

Betty finally consented to give to us,

we learned she was born in Olds, Al-

berta, but has lived in Calgary since

the age of two.

Her work at United Farmers began

on July 15, 1958, as a Kardex clerk

and it was Bill McCartney, now the

General Manager of United Farmers,

who hired her. Gordon Agar was at

that time Manager of the Calgary

Farm Supply Centre, and Betty's first

posit'on was working with him. After

10 years her work still involves a

great deal of work with Gordon, who
is our company statistician and Betty

has been his Girl Friday as well as

being very familiar with many aspects

of the Farm Supply Division.

Her husband and her home keep

her busy, and she enjoys gardening,

in particular growing roses in the sum-

mer. Betty is learning to play the

organ and also loves to try new and

different recipes. She has been sec-

retary of the U.F.A. Co-op Savings

and Credit Union for some time, a

position she is again undertaking this

year, and we're sure she will be ex-

tremely competent in this job, just as

she has always been.

This brief biography of Betty gives

a few facts about her. However, it

doesn't really tell you about the real

Betty. This Betty is the one who
wraps the children's Christmas pres-

ents, the one who takes tickets at the

office parties, who always has time to

help someone, the gal who is a true

friend.

So, to Betty McCullough, one of

the nicest people we know, our sin-

cere congratulations to you on receiv-

ing your Ten Year Service Award with

United Farmers.

SERVICE .A.'W.A.iRDS

Alice is a native of Canada's wheat

province and a farm girl. She was

born and raised on a farm in Saskat-

chewan, and lived there until her

schooling was completed. She then

took one year of psychiatric nurse's

training at the Saskatchewan Mental

Hospital in Weyburn. She worked one

year as a long-distance operator for

Saskatchewan Government Tele-

phones. Her business career came to

a halt when Alice decided to get mar-

ried and raise a family. The Pasos

now have two girls, 18 and 19 years

old. When Alice returned to the

working corps, it was with the civil

service of the Saskatchewan Govern-

ment.

In. 1958, Walter and Alice Paso

moved to Alberta, and Alice joined

United Farmers. Her first position

was as a ledger clerk. In January,

1961, she became Accounts Payable

*An Attractive

Subtraction "

ALICE PASO receives 10 year Service

Award from Ralph Ward, Treasurer of

United Farmers.

Clerk; in June, 1963, Petroleum Ac-

counting Clerk; and on June 15, 1967,

she was promoted to her present posi-

tion of Financial Accounting Clerk.

She has furthered her Accounting

qualifications by taking courses in Ac-

counting 100, 200 and 300 at the

Southern Alberta Institute of Tech-

nology.

Alice claims she has no time for

hobbies. Her job, her household and

family duties keep her busy.

A noteworthy achievement of

Alice's in the past couple of years,

has been a tremendous weight loss.

She really deserves credit for sticking

to her diet and the result is a very

attractive subtraction.

Sincere congratulations, Alice, on

another noteworthy achievement, your

10 Year Service Award from United

Farmers.
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